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North Monterey County Learning Options for 2020/2021 Q&A 
 
Q: Do I have to send my student back to school in the Fall? If I’m worried about their safety, 
how will I educate them? 
A: NMCUSD will offer several options to on-site learning, including a blended learning hybrid 
model which continues distance learning at their current school and participation in a small 
group twice a week, for four hours each day, or enrollment at the North Monterey County 
Center for Independent Study School which offers a homeschool model for elementary age 
students. 
 
Q: Will my child have access to a teacher if they enroll at NMCCIS? 
A: Yes, your student will be instructed by a teacher and will have regular contact with them 
each week for questions, additional instruction, materials review and grading. 
 
Q: I worry about my child’s emotional well-being. What if  my child needs to talk to a 
counselor?  
A: Students have ongoing access to both academic and School-Based Mental Health (SBMH) 
counselors on staff at NMCCIS to help support personal, social and academic needs.   
 
Q: I know nothing about teaching. How can I help support my child if they enroll in NMCCIS? 
A: Part of the program includes regular meetings and workshops for parents to help them 
support their student’s learning. 
 
Q: What about participation in athletics or clubs? 
A: The Coast Conference League allows high school level NMCCIS students to participate in 
sports in athletics, and students can join the NMC high school teams. Middle schoolers are also 
able to join school teams. However, due to COVID, athletics and extracurricular activities are 
currently suspended until we are able to safely address each type of activity within the 
recommended guidelines.   
 
Q: What if my child wants to return to their school mid-year or next year? 
A: Your student will be able to return to their classroom mid-year if there is available space. 
Your child will be guaranteed a spot at their original school next year if they choose to return. 
 
Q: My child wants to go to college. Will a diploma from NMCCIS count? 
A: Yes. NMCCIS is a fully accredited high school and offers a college prep curriculum and classes 
that are approved by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) and the University of 
California. In addition, NMCCIS students qualify for sports and academic scholarships. 
 
Q: What about my child’s social needs? How will they be met? 



A: Students enrolled in NMCCIS have opportunities to participate in small group instruction, 
computer and science labs and study hall. Because this is an individualized, blended learning 
environment, each program is tailored to meet students’ individual needs. 
 
Q: What about breakfast and lunch? Is that provided? 
A: Yes, students will have access to meals, either on site, or via pick up. 
 
Q: My child loves the music instruction at their school. How is that handled at NMCCIS? 
A: Elementary students can join instrumental music classes usually held once a week at each 
elementary campus. Through our District resources, your child can collaborate with other 
students via planned STEM and monthly activities, either in person or virtually. 
 
Q: Will you have enough room for all the kids that want to participate? 
A: Staffing resources are adjustable if a large group of students enroll.  Additional hourly IS 
teachers can be added to ensure each student has adequate resources. 
 
Q: My child would like to take classes at the Community College this year. Can he/she do 
that? 
A: Yes, because the program is individually designed, students have the ability to participate in 
classes and activities elsewhere. 
 
Q: Does NMCCIS charge tuition? I can’t afford to pay. 
A: Because North Monterey County Center for Independent Study School is part of our NMC 
District, education and extra-curricular activities are part of the public education system and 
thus, are free. 
 
 
 


